S 2020 Preservation Award
HISTORIC

DISTRICT BESTADAPTIVEREUSE
SOUUEIOE OFA HISTORICSTRUCTURE

The Historic District Commission awards
Bellevue Mill LLC
the 2020 Preservation Award
for Best Adaptive Reuse
of a Historic Structure.

ADAPTIVE REUSE OF BELLEVUE MILL

Built in 1909, the Bellevue Mill originally consisted-stbey,twotgabled
mill building with a es®ry wing to the west and engine and boiler rootl
the south. By 1912, the mill was operating with 5,000 spindles and 2Cggpm
looms producing gingham cotton and later cheviot woolen cltthryA &
weaving room with a-fefigth roof monitor and a smaleat the east end| &=
was designed by noted mill architect Richard Biberstein and was bui s
parallel to and north of the original mill complex. The layout resemblgs '
mills built in the Piedmont during the period. The designs were large
mined by Northern manufacturers, who supplied the machinery, and 2= e
compani es, whardemamdhed rascltawn  wi t h el ements such as Dbrick
exteriors and fire walls; heavy timber columns and beams with cast irc ==

and isolation of staircases, engine room and picker rooms.

Growth of the mill complex continued with additions designed .'."
architect J.E. Sirrine completed in 1923. These followed the style of §
building and included the construction e$tariyvaloth building along Nase—
Street. The mill was also fully converted to electric power. Local own i
the mill ended in 1945 and, after a succession of owners, the mill wad#8
2000. Bellevue Mill was placed on the National Register of Historic /
2003 and awarded Local Landmark status by the Hillsborough Board of Commls-
sioners on the recommendation of the Hillsborough Historic District Commis-
sion in 2014.

The eort to transform the abandoned mill into a residential complex began in

2004. The Belk Architecture firm, which had experience in adaptive reuse of his-

toric tobacco and textile mills 1 ncluding Durhamdos Bright Leaf
can Tobacco Campus, as wel | as Hill sboroughoés Eno River Mil I,
the therowner. Tax credits to renovate the structures allowed redevelopment,

and construction finally began in 2016 with the new owner, Bellevue Mill LLC.

Tragedy struck in May 2016 when a fire destroyed 75% of the weaving building.

Fortunatel y;butrined «croingitmallcto lnovkept the fire from spreading to
the mill building or other parts of the complex. While it was a tremendous Ioss

less than 20% of the overall complex was compromised, its place on hsl Z

isters was maintained and tax credits remained intact, allowing redevel& *
continue. The weaving building was reconstructed following its origin{
and materials.

Work on the complex was largely complete in 2019, and the Bellevue
plex now ocers over 100 apartments, adding vitality to West Hillsborougs
demonstrating the adaptive power of historic preservation.

Presented to
Bellevue Mill LLC,

Belk Architecture and CT Wilson Construction



